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TENEBRAE 
The Passion According to 

the  

Gospel of Mark 

 

 

 

Good Friday – March 29, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Please join in the worship liturgy by reading the sections in bold italics. 

 - Please rise in body or in spirit 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE TENEBRAE SERVICE 

 

The Meditations 

The meditations included in this evening’s service are intended to be 

sung over and over again as mantra-like prayer. Congregants are invited 

to either join in or simply listen as one prefers. 

 

The Significance of Tenebrae 

Tenebrae is a Latin word which means shadows and seems to have been 

applied to this service because the sequence of order is accompanied by 

ever-deepening shadows.  The sanctuary is brilliantly lighted at the 

beginning of the service.  Then, as the service continues the lights 

gradually dim until at the end there is total darkness - except for the 

Christ Candle on the altar table.  The gradual extinguishing of the lights 

and candles is symbolic of the flight of the disciples and the resentment 

of the world leading to the final isolation of Jesus on the Cross.   
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OPENING REFLECTION ON THE LAST WORDS 

 

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do. 

Here is love 

caught between the powers of the world 

and the breaking of heaven 

on the long journey home 

we do not know what it is we do 

and the Last Word 

forgives 

 

Truly I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise. 

Here is love 

found between two thieves 

crucified among the lost 

and the Last Word turns 

and promises paradise 

 

Woman, behold your son. Son, behold your mother.  

Here is love 

lonely on the cross 

and with nothing left 

the Last Word even now 

brings together mother and son 

 

My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? 

Here is love 

some gargoyle of grace 

abandoned by heaven 

and the Last Word breaks 

with loneliness 

 

I thirst.  

Here is love 

and in the last moments of life 

seeks solace 

and the Last Word in the final moment 

yet appeals to humanity 
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It is finished. 

Here is love 

and here what it is like 

when every hope 

comes to an end 

and the Last Word 

is finished 

 

Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. 

Here is love 

Clinging to one last hope 

that not everything is lost 

when the last word dies 

 

~ written by Roddy Hamilton 

 

 

MARK 14:1-9 – JESUS IS ANOINTED AT BETHANY 

 

 

MEDITATION – “Where the Word Is Ever Preached” 

 

 

 

THE ALABASTER JAR 
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MARK 14:10-21 – JUDAS AGREES TO BETRAY JESUS 

 

MEDITATION – “The Son Of Man Will Go As It Is Written” 

 

 

THE MONEY BAG 

 

 

MARK 14:22-25 – THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

MEDITATION – “I Will Lift Up” 

 

THE BASKET AND THE CUP 
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MARK 14:26-31- JESUS GOES TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES 

 

 

MEDITATION – “My Lord, If We Must Die With You” 

 

THE SHEPHERD’S CROOK 

 

 

MARK 14:32-50 – JESUS PRAYS IN GETHSEMANE 

 

 

MEDITATION – “As He Prayed in Gethsemane” 

 

 

THE SWORD 
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MARK 14:53-65 – JESUS BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

 

 

MEDITATION – “We Heard Him Say” 

 
 

THE BLINDFOLD 

 

 

MARK 14:66-72 – PETER DENIES JESUS 

 

 

MEDITATION – “We Saw You Walking with Him” 

 

 

 

THE ROOSTER 
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MARK 15:1-20 – PILATE HANDS JESUS OVER TO BE CRUCIFIED 

 

 

MEDITATION – “Crucify Him” 

 

THE CROWN OF THORNS 

 

 

MARK 15:21-32 – THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS 

 

MEDITATION – “You, They Claim, Are God’s Messiah” 
 

 

 

THE SPIKES 
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MARK 15:33-39 – THE DEATH OF JESUS 

 

 

MEDITATION – “He Is Calling For Elijah” 

 

 

THE HELMET 

 

 

THE TOLLING OF THE 33 BELLS 

 

Each toll of the bells represents 

a year in the life of Christ. 

 

 

ANTHEM 218  “Were You There?”(verses 1,2,3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Licenses 

 

Copyright info for Responses 1-10: 

Music: Benjamin April 

Lyrics: Bruce Cornwell 

© 2023 Benjamin April & Bruce Cornwell, All Rights Reserved 
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WORSHIP TEAM 

 

Minister of Word and Sacrament:  

Rev. Robert Hoffman 

 

Acolytes: 

Lexi Kuentzel-Brown 

Alex Huiest  

 

Elders 

Linda Murphy 

 

Deacon: 

Kevin Bottini 

 

Liturgist: 

Vicki Lane 

 

Sound and Lighting Technician: 

Mike York 

 

Video Technician: 

Cameron Kaercher 

 

 

 

Director of Music Ministries:  

Benjamin April 

 

 

Vocalists:  

Tina-Marie Bottini 

Michelle Braungard 

Maggie George 

Kaaren Haushalter 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Marissa Lombardo 

B.J. Todd 

Debi Todd 

 

Prop Coordinator 

Sandra Cornwell 

 

 

 

 

 

Offerings and gifts to the church may be submitted online via PayPal (link 

found below or on our website), by mailed check, by direct bank payment or 

by placing them in the offering box located near the exit. 

 

PayPal: 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS 

 

Website: 

www.communityreformedchurch.com 

 

Mailing Address: 

Community Reformed Church of Colonie 

701 Sand Creek Road 

Colonie, NY 12205 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=N67JS9D5MLMGS
http://www.communityreformedchurch.com/
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Special Offering Envelopes –  

There are three special offering envelopes for March. 

You may make your offering to these with the envelope provided, mail 

in the offering to the Church office or through Paypal.  If you have any 

questions, contact Lori Coté at crcclori@gmail.com.  

 

                 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH OF COLONIE  

STAFF AND CONSISTORY 

 

STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

CONSISTORY 

Rev. Robert Hoffman, Interim Pastor 

rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com 

 

Lori Coté 

Church Administrator & Bookkeeper 

crcclori@gmail.com 

 

Ben April,  

Director of Music Ministries 

benapril27@gmail.com 

 

Sarah Huiest,  

Youth Coordinator & 

Communication/Media Coordinator 

crccsarah@gmail.com 

 

Cameron Kaercher 

Technical Director 

camkaercher@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Elders 

 

Karl Coté 

Ana Crosbourne 

Linda Murphy 

Melody York 

 

Deacons 

 

Kevin Bottini 

Marvin Helf 

Kevin Ingalls 

Jessica Kaercher 

 

 

 

 

mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
mailto:rev.robert.hoffman@gmail.com
mailto:crcclori@gmail.com
mailto:crccsarah@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/crccl/Dropbox/CRCC/Bulletins/Bulletin/Bulletin%202023/camkaercher@gmail.com
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“It is the mission of the Community Reformed Church of Colonie to  
love the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all of our 

minds; and to love our neighbors as ourselves." (Matthew 22:37-40) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

701 Sand Creek Road, Colonie, NY  12205 

Telephone: 518-869-5589  

 

Website - www.communityreformedchurch 

Facebook - facebook.com/coloniereformed  

Twitter - @ColonieReformed 

 

 

http://www.communityreformedchurch/
http://facebook.com/coloniereformed
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